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The Lantern Festival

The Lantern Festival falls on the 15th day of
the 1st lunar month, usually in February or March
in the Gregorian calendar. As early as the Western
Han Dynasty, it had become a festival of great
significance.

Today, the Lantern Festival is still held each
year around the country. Lanterns of various
shapes and sizes are hung in the streets,
attracting countless visitors. “Guessing lantern
riddles” is an essential part of the festival. Lantern
owners write riddles on pieces of paper and post
them on the lanterns. If visitors have solutions
to the riddles, they can pull the paper off and go
to the lantern owners to check their answers. If
they are right, they will get a little gift.

People will eat yuanxiao, or rice dumplings

on this day. so it is also called the “ Yuanxiao

ASHEZEHTH

such as a dragon lantern dance, a lion dance, and a
yangge dance will be staged.

On the night, except for magnificent lanterns,
fireworks form a beautiful scene. Most families
spare some fireworks from the Spring Festival and
let them off on the Lantern Festival. Some local
governments will even organize a fireworks party.
On the night when the first full moon enters
the new year. people become really lost in
the magnificent fireworks and bright moon in
the sky.

(EFIBDEIR]
1. as early as B 7F
2. of great significance H.A T K& XY

3. post sth on JEHEA KNG FE -
4. a solution/solutions to ++++++ B e g e, oo eee
bR

5. except for BT +eeeer Z4h

6. let sth off A (/) s FF ) s AR 4

7. Lanterns of various shapes and sizes are hung
in the streets, attracting countless visitors.
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1. dress (sb) up ZF &% 39
(# 4t P2) dress up in carnival costumes Z¢ 5K

(1dress (sb) up as... GEFEIOFTH -+
be dressed up as e ee
@bedressedin G (RAVRE)
(EOEE]

She stayed up late to prepare costumes, dressing
up perfectly for the coming performance.

Tl ZE R 5 2 o DAy RIDHE B R 1) 9 1 ORS  3e 4

[E%EA)
QHEAES
@D[2024 + 4 B ¥ % ] On this day. students may
dress in fun clothes and there will be a

march around the school.

G BYGE

1. (# #F P5) Festivals are becoming more
and more commercial. with businesses taking
advantage of the celebrations.

A5 H I AR A5 Ok 8 R A Ak R 54 R X 2 PR AL
15 3 (HEAT AR A .

(DR R[K]
] 1 1) with businesses taking advantage of the
celebrations iy “with + Zif + i 4 BB,
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1. The streets were lined with red
(JT %) for the Spring Festival, creating a
lively and festive atmosphere .

2. She called to offer

($LH) after hearing about his promotion to
department manager.

3. Many people wear traditional
(R4 , flz%%) during the Spring Festival.

4. The wedding UY=L took place

in a brightly decorated hotel room where

hundreds of guests all dressed up in formal

4. Out of the crowded bus stepped a tall man
(dress) in a black suit, waving

to a woman.

5. We get together to offer our
(congratulate) on your winning first prize in
the competition.

6. This was a very impressive
(perform) by the young player, who scored
14 points within the first ten minutes.

O FEEEE N2 2,89 10 49

1. 1 (ZF LR B for the

birthday party and was embarrassed to find

wEERER

O FHEERME (N 2.5 4% 4 20 4
A [2026 « FHARZH— M ]

In every corner of the world, local festivals
are a vibrant expression of a community’s
identity, history, and values. These celebrations
are not just about having a good time; they
are a way to pass down traditions from one
generation to the next and strengthen the
connection within a community.

Take the La Tomatina festival in Bunol,
Spain, for example. Every August, thousands
of people gather in the town square. At the
signal, they start throwing tomatoes at each
other, creating a sea of red pulp and juice.
What seems like a simple and messy tomato

fight is actually a deeply-rooted tradition. It

to our global cultural tapestry. They remind us
of the variety of human experiences and the

importance of preserving our traditions.

)1. Where can you read about the origin
stories of the La Tomatina festival?
A. In Paragraph 4.
B. In Paragraph 3.
C. In Paragraph 2.
D. In Paragraph 1.
)2. What can be inferred from the passage?
A. Local festivals are becoming more
commercialized.
B. Local festivals can attract both locals
and tourists.
C. Local festivals will disappear in the

near future.

BEUMREEE, RESEHEE
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BRI RS E I /& Peter T TE )
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1. wEMTH

2. MEREIZTT H BB .

R AR 80 N EA

2. LIS BT, DAEAT S0

Dear Peter.,

T ERESGEL 254
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The Spring Festival was drawing near.
The air was filled with the aroma of fried
meatballs, and every family was busy stocking
up on Chinese New Year goods. I clutched the
pocket money I had saved all year long, and a

small yet firm idea occurred to me: I planned to

buy a Chinese New Year gift for my father, who
worked away from home all year round. He always
complained that his old phone often lagged during

video calls, and my heart ached seeing him
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Period One Listening and Speaking

BHEHNE

BAHS(EF/NA 1 2.2 540)
The streets were lined with red
(4T %) for the Spring Festival, creating a

lively and festive atmosphere .

. She called to offer

(L

department manager.

) after hearing about his promotion to

. Many people wear traditional

(AR, AR %%) during the Spring Festival.
The wedding ({X=L) took place
in a brightly decorated hotel room where

hundreds of guests all dressed up in formal

clothes.

. The beauty blogger shared tips on how to

choose (Ml i) that suits

different skin types.
BAET

S(B/ANFLL.5 22 9 )

. The National Day saw a group of children

(march) in the street with

flowers in hands.

. During the Lantern Festival, people write

(riddle) on paper and hang them

on lanterns for visitors to guess.

. The town’s annual harvest

(celebrate) draws thousands of visitors, with

parades , music, and food stalls.

4.

o1 (% L R%

. Let me

. He

Out of the crowded bus stepped a tall man
(dress) in a black suit, waving

to a woman.

. We get together to offer our

(congratulate) on your winning first prize in
the competition.

This was a very impressive

(perform) by the young player, who scored
14 points within the first ten minutes.
SIEET

S (B /NAR 2 24 10 49

Bk By for the

birthday party and was embarrassed to find

all the other guests in shorts and T-shirts.

. Don’t be too hard on him—

(K¢ %), he’s just a child learning to know
right from wrong.

you

) your winning first place in
the 100-metre dash.

We should (R7E,

B4 %) our diets because they will affect our
health.
(&) a lot of

community activities and he knew what

needed to be done.

001
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In every corner of the world, local festivals
are a vibrant expression of a community’s
identity, history, and values. These celebrations
are not just about having a good time; they
are a way to pass down traditions from one
generation to the next and strengthen the
connection within a community.

Take the La Tomatina festival in Bunol,
Spain, for example. Every August, thousands
of people gather in the town square. At the
signal, they start throwing tomatoes at each
other, creating a sea of red pulp and juice.
What seems like a simple and messy tomato
fight is actually a deeply-rooted tradition. It
dates back to the mid-1940s., though the exact
origin story is a bit of a mystery. Some say it
started as an unplanned and unexpected fight
that broke out during a local event, while
others believe it was a way for young people to
fight against the established order. Over the
years, it has become a major tourist attraction,
but for the locals, it remains a valuable part of
their heritage.

Then there is the Harbin Ice and Snow
Festival in China. Held in the city of Harbin
during the coldest months of winter, this festival
features magnificent ice sculptures CHff ¥8).
Artists from all over the world come to show
their skills, carving intricate designs into huge
blocks of ice. The sculptures range from famous
landmarks to mythical creatures. The festival
not only provides an opportunity for artistic
expression but also promotes the local economy.
Tourists crowd into Harbin to admire the
sculptures, stay in local hotels, and sample the
local cuisine.

These local festivals, with their unique

customs and stories, add colour and richness

002 =ecxs=z mems sE2=H R

to our global cultural tapestry. They remind us
of the variety of human experiences and the
importance of preserving our traditions.
( )1. Where can you read about the origin
stories of the La Tomatina festival?
A. In Paragraph 4.
B. In Paragraph 3.
C. In Paragraph 2.
D. In Paragraph 1.
What can be inferred from the passage?
A. Local festivals are becoming more
commercialized.
B. Local festivals can attract both locals
and tourists.
C. Local festivals will disappear in the
near future.
D. People never care about festivals in
other countries.
( )3. What is the author’s attitude towards
local festivals?
B. Unclear.
D. Doubtful.
What is the purpose of the passage?

A. Appreciative.
C. Surprised.
¢ H4.
A. To introduce two popular Chinese
festivals.
B. To explain the economic benefits of
local festivals.
C. To discuss the origin stories of unique
festivals.
D. To show how local festivals represent
community identity and culture.
B
The Torch Festival (/K f275) is a traditional
festival which is celebrated among some ethnic
groups in southwestern China, such as the Yi,
Bai, Hani, Lisu, and Lahu, etc. It usually falls
on the 24th or 25th day of the sixth lunar month,
with three days of celebrations. The festival
came from worship (5:F) of fire by ancestors

(f4%) . For some ethnic groups. it’s a tradition



in the festival for elders to share farming
experience with young people and educate them
about taking care of crops.

During the festival, big torches are made
to stand in all villages, with small torches
placed in front of the door of each house. When
night falls, the torches are lit and the villages
are bright. At the same time, people walk
around the fields and houses, holding small
torches and placing the torches in the field
corners. Inside the villages, young people are
singing and dancing around the big torches that
keep burning throughout the night. Other activities
like horse races are also held during the festival.

In a horse race of the Yi people in Yunnan,
torches are used to form hurdles for riders
to get through. The Hani people in Yunnan
traditionally tie fruits to torches with strings.
When the strings are broken after the torches
are lit, people struggle for the fruits for good
luck.

For the Lisu people in Sichuan, the festival
is an occasion for holding torch parades. Big
torches are carried by teams of people, which is
like a fire dragon. If different teams meet, it’s
a tradition to exchange the big torches with one
another.
¢ )5.

Festival from the first paragraph?

What can we know about the Torch

A. It has nothing to do with farming.
B. Its celebrations usually last two days.
C. It is a traditional festival of all China.
D. It is a festival to show worship of fire.
( )6. What does the underlined word “them”
in Paragraph 1 refer to?
A. Ancestors.
C. Elders.
¢ 7.
paragraph?

B. Young people.
D. Ethnic groups.

What i1s the main idea of the second

A. Why the festival is enjoyed.
B. Where the festival is celebrated.

C. How the festival is celebrated.

D. What torches are used for during the
festival.
( )8. Which is a way that Lisu people in Sichuan
celebrate the festival according to the text?
A. Holding torch parades.
B. Tying fruits to torches with strings.
C. Struggling for fruits for good luck.
D. Using torches as hurdles for a horse race.
O EFFESEANA L5 2,2 15 2)
(2026 « J" Atz s —HF ]
The Lantern Festival is a traditional Chinese

festival 1. (celebrate) on the

fifteenth day of the first lunar month. It comes
after the Spring Festival and is seen as a joyful
ending to the Chinese New Year celebrations.
On this day, the moon is usually full, which
makes the night bright and 2.

(meaning) for family gatherings.
One of 3.

1s lantern watching. These lanterns 4.

most popular activities

are usually placed in public areas attract families
and friends to walk around and admire the

colourful lights. The lanterns 5.

(make) in many shapes, such as animals, flowers,
The lanterns are
(light) the night

streets, creating a warm and friendly atmosphere.

and characters from stories.
bright enough 6.

Many people take to 7. (visit) lantern
fairs with family every year.

Another important custom is eating yuanxiao.
These round rice balls are often filled with
They
family unity and a happy life,

sweet paste like sesame or red beans.
stand 8.
and are meant to bring family members closer.

The

performances such as lion dances and drum

festival also includes traditional
shows. These activities bring energy to the
celebration and attract people of different
9. (age). Through these traditions and
shared experiences, the Lantern Festival helps
pass on culture and reminds people of the value

of 10. (together).
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Period Two Reading and Thinking

BHEHNE

BRIHES(ENEL 5, % 0 6 4)
Tom'’s parents didn’t want to be absent from
(FEHle .

so they managed to attend Tom’s graduation

such an important

ceremony .

(¥ in

Chinese history. it must be Wei Yuan, a

As for my favourite

great thinker in the late Qing Dynasty.
The activity is intended to expose you to a
wide (JuHD of English literature.

The project aims to balance environmental

protection with CR b )
development.
She chose a song that (B

her emotional journey and practised it over
and over again.

The world-famous art museum

(@ IRE FREAE) some of the best-known
paintings from the Impressionism movement
of the 19th century

BAES (/A 1.5 4,4 15 &)

. Rivers are a blessing for an

(agriculture) country.

The subjects of the Dunhuang murals vary
from (religion) stories to scenes
of everyday life.
The sound of (joy) drums and

laughter filled the air as the carnival parade

marched through the city.

She has had a number of different jobs,
(range) from chef to swimming

instructor.

In a word, to read the (origin)

work is better than to see the film based

on it.

To make my room look nicer, I had it

2RPHE FHRE LEE=ZH R

10.

o

. Quiet periods of

(decorate) with wallpaper

last week.

The research team made a

( significance ) breakthrough in cancer
treatment, offering hope to thousands of

patients.

. We should carry on with the

(believe) that our efforts will pay off in
time.

(reflect) can

lead to personal improvement.

Winters here are (typical)

mild, with temperatures rarely dropping

below freezing.

D EiBES (/A2 4.2 12 )
. The activity attracted lots of participants,
children (L FE
PAeeeees ESI TR Z[6]) adults.
. They would GO

anyone who can provide information about
the lost cat.
(AE R4 the heavy

the marathon runners continued to

rain,
push through to the finish line.
G RPN

when she saw the sincere apology in his

Her anger

eyes.

. They seemed to

(GRZ M Z 4b), but in fact they came

from two totally different cultural backgrounds.
CHIAD
this trip to explore the history of the castle.

MBI SR (BN AL 3 22 9 4

I'm going to

b

we could finish the work on time. (with &
B
FEMLAR B9 HS BT AT R B H 1 58 i TAE



2. Know more English words and expressions
and you'll to read and

communicate. (it fEE X =1E)

AR B 2 1 il R SRR O L IR s &

BB B M A B INA S T .

3. what

makes traditional festivals special and keeps

them alive is their cultural elements. (belief)
AT 08 IR AL e 1T B Rk v Ay h
fETFHETE.

wEEREH

O FIEIEM (N 2.5 4.0 2 10 2

[2026 « i@ it & — A F ]

The Night of the Radishes (% h) is an
annual event held on December 23 in Oaxaca,
Mexico. where people carve oversized radishes
into scenes for a competition. The radishes
grown for the festival are different from the
small, thin, red and white ones that are commonly
on the tables of most restaurants in Mexico.
Most often. they are not edible. Instead. they're
used as artists’ cloth and hand-carved into the
different festive scenes.

The tradition of carving radishes dates back
to the late 19th century, when Oaxaca’s farmers
would attract buyers’ attention in the Zocalo,
the city’s main square, by creatively showing
their seasonal produce. In search of an advantage
over competitors, they’'d cut their fruits and
vegetables into eye-catching shapes in the hope
of making an extra sale. This marketing technique
slowly became a tradition, and in 1897, a
radish-carving competition for locals in Oaxaca
was held.

Today, the radish festival’s cultural roots
remain the same. Early on the morning of
December 23, Oaxaca’s main square is changed
into an exhibition space. Shortly after the wooden
tables are put in order, competitors begin to
work on their radishes at first light. Their works
will formally be judged by mid-afternoon. More
than 120,000 Mexican pesos (around $6.000)
are on the line for the best designs, which are

decided by a respected judging team made up of

officials, previous winners and artists, who will
award the prizes at 18.00.

As night draws in, competitors can carry
their masterpieces back home. These radishes
will be shown on mantelpieces or outside homes
for a few more hours before the white radish
flesh begins to turn brown and soften. In 24
hours, they’ll be only good for compost (HEEL) ,
from which new radishes can grow the next
year.

( )1. What does the underlined word “edible”
in Paragraph 1 mean?

A. Easy to shape.

B. Suitable for carving.

C. Hard to protect.

D. Fit to be eaten.

C H2.

and vegetables in the late 19th century?

Why did Oaxaca’s farmers carve fruits

A. To join in local competitions.
B. To display their carving skills.
C. To appeal to more customers.
D. To present artworks for festivals.
( )3. What can we learn about the radish-
carving competition activity today?
A. Judging starts in the early afternoon.
B. The top prize is over 120,000 dollars.
C. Competitors show their works until
midnight.
D. Former winners are included in the
judging team.
. What can be a suitable title for the text?
A. Oaxaca’s annual celebration: foods and

celebrations in December

Unit T FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS %31 005
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B. The marketing of the radishes: turning

produce into public attention

C. Mexican radishes: growing oversized

vegetables for competitions

D. The Night of the Radishes: where art

meets tradition in Mexico
O FEEERGE DA 2.5 2,84 12.5 4

(2026 « " A A EZH— ]+

Carnival, a festival marked by merrymaking
and parades, is celebrated throughout Brazil,
but the biggest party is in Rio de Janeiro.

1. You may wish to participate in
it when you witness thousands of people in
costumes dancing together, followed by lights,
musical instruments and singing songs aloud
with the help of a crowd of almost 100,000
viewers sitting in the stands (B &).

But the parade preparations are not easy.
2. Everything must be done by the
time the parade is held in February, summertime
in Brazil.

The song creation is one of the most
important parts of the celebration. The samba
music is the life of the parade. A group of
musicians and writers chooses a historical
theme and transforms it into an upbeat piece of
music. 3. It must make it impossible
for those who are listening to stand still.

In the same way, the costumes add beauty
Satin (%%

%%, feathers, and many other flashy materials

and colour to the parade. 4.

are used. The costumes are chosen according to
the theme. Most parade groups allow tourists to
participate, but they also must wear the costumes,
which can cost from $ 300 to more than $ 1,400.
Every parade participant can choose which part
of the group they want to be, and then they
plan their costumes accordingly.

Put it all together and add the most excited
and happy people, and it is easy to see why the
parade is the centrepiece of the carnival. The

mix of culture, art and fun attracts people. So,

006 =zzzs=

BPRIE LEFE=H R

what are you waiting for? 5.

The rhythm needs to be attractive.
They help to express the theme.

It’s certainly an impressive event.
The parade is divided into 14 groups.

It requires more than eight months to plan.

S T

Show the world what a rich culture you

have.

G. Start practising your samba now for the

next carnival.

O BEEZEFDA 1.5 4,04 15 4
[2026 « Wb &K 4& M & — 4 ]
Qingming Festival, also 1. (call)

Tomb-Sweeping Day, is one of the most important

2. (tradition) festivals in China.

(fall) on April 4th or 5th

It usually 3.
every year.

This festival has two main 4.

(meaning) : remembering ancestors and enjoying
spring. On this day, the traffic is sometimes
5. (horrible) crowded, but families
still make their way to the tombs of their dead
relatives. They clean the tombs, remove weeds
and place flowers or food in front of 6.

Through these activities, people show their
respect and love for their family members who
have passed away. It is a time to value family
ties.

Besides 7. (honour) the dead,
Qingming is also a perfect time to go out and
enjoy the warm spring weather. The temperature
is comfortable, trees turn green and flowers
bloom. Few occasions are more relaxing than a
spring outing to get away 8.
life.

Qingming Festival is a special occasion

busy daily

9. unique charm lies in connecting the
sadness of missing the dead with the joy of
welcoming spring. It carries traditional Chinese

culture and reminds us 10.

(cherish) our family and the beautiful life we

have now.



Period Three Discovering Useful Structures

O HAEFEE N L5 2042 15 20
1. When Mary got home, there was a pile of
mails (wait) for her.
2. The room is empty except for a bookshelf
(stand) in one corner.

3. Babies have an (astonish)

talent that adults entirely lose.
4. There was a terrible noise
(follow) the sudden burst of light.

5. There’s a very long winding path
(lead) to the village.

6. The story was so (interest)

that everyone in the room burst into laughter.

7. Travelling is an (excite)

experience which makes us feel pleased and
enjoy new wonders.

8. We were very pleased to hear this

(encourage) news.
9. Landing on the moon’s far side is extremely
(challenge) .

10. The boss of the company is trying to create
an easy atmosphere his employees
enjoy their work.

O EBEESEEANA3 2. %29 9)

1. now is twice the

size of the old one.
PRAE IF 78 A 00 1 1R 2 IH A AR B W
(EPNE

2. There are about 200 children

ARAWEANE T X EAR A2 E

3. SO many great

works of art from the late 19th century to
the 21st century are housed in the same
museum.
AU 20 i 3 3 A — 20 Btk 22 1
R ARAE it O AE [7] — R0 3% L2
2 NI,
O EFE=[RENICE DA 2 2,3 2 20 2
This morning, I went to visit an 1.
(inspire) art studio with a group of classmates.
As we walked in, the colourful paintings
2. (hang) on the wall immediately
caught our eye. One vivid painting showed a
3. (dance) girl, who looked full of
youth and energy.
In the quiet corner, there was a 4.
(sing) group practising carefully. Their voices
(touch) that all of us
(enjoy) the beautiful

were so 5.

stopped 6.

music. A girl was busy working on an 7.
(amaze) sculpture. She told us that the whole

creative process was really 8.

(relax) .

When we were leaving, all of us wore
9. (smile) faces. We were deeply
impressed by the creative works and felt it was
truly a meaningful and 10. (memory)

experience.

wEEREH

O FEEMBE N 2.5 2,02 10 )
[2026 « s R EAE T F &5 —AHFH K]
Historically, festivals were closely connected

to religious, agricultural, or cultural practices.

Whether it was the grand parades of carnival in
Brazil, or the quiet reflection of Thanksgiving
in the United States, festivals were characterized

by face-to-face gatherings, shared meals, and

Unit T FESTIVALS AND CELEBRATIONS %31 007



participation (Z5). Festivals brought communities
together, developing a sense of belonging and
shared identity. They were often a time for
tamilies and friends to become closer.

With the rise of the Internet and digital
technologies, the way people celebrated festivals
began to change. One of the most significant
changes has been the switch from face-to-face
gatherings to virtual ones. Social media platforms
(*F &) like Facebook, Zoom, and Instagram
have become popular places for hosting virtual
festival celebrations, allowing people to connect
with loved ones across the globe at the same
time. Social media has not only changed how
we celebrate but also how we share our
celebrations. Platforms like Instagram and
TikTok have turned festivals into global events,
where new ideas can spread fast and people
from different cultures often connect with each
other.

Social media has also introduced interactive
(H.Zh1)) elements to festivals. Virtual challenges.,
such as decorating competitions or dance battles,
inspire users and make a culture where everyone
can take part around the celebration.

Interestingly, while digital platforms have
introduced new ways of celebrating, they have
also played a key role in preserving and reviving
traditional practices. Online teachers, virtual
workshops, and cultural apps have made it
easier for younger generations to learn about
and participate in traditional practices.

Despite the many benefits, the digitalization
of festivals has its challenges. The change to
virtual celebrations can sometimes lead to a loss
of the personal touch and emotional connection

that face-to-face gatherings provide. What's
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more, the commercialization of festivals through
online platforms has raised concerns about the
weakening of cultural and religious significance.
As we move forward, it is necessary to
balance the convenience of digital celebrations
and the richness of traditional practices. ensuring
that festivals continue to be meaningful, welcoming,
and joyous occasions for all.
( )1. What does the author imply about
traditional festivals?
A. They lacked education value.
B. They served many social functions.
C. They were limited to religious purposes.
D. They required modern technology support.
How does the author view virtual
celebrations?
A. They are entirely beneficial.
B. They are totally unacceptable.
C. They are culturally meaningless.
D. They have both good and bad effects.
( )3. How have digital platforms helped
preserve traditional practices?
A. By hosting virtual dance competitions.
B. By enabling young people to learn
traditions easily.

C. By commercializing festivals through

online platforms.

D. By replacing face-to-face festival
gatherings.
( )4. Which could be a suitable title for the

text?

A. The end of physical gatherings

B. Why festivals go crazy: a digital trend
C. Traditional festivals: a thing of the past
D. Festival celebrations: from traditional

to digital
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New Year’s Eve fun ideas

December 31 is the perfect opportunity to
end the past 12 months with a bang and kick off
(JF#f) the coming year in the most memorable
way. 1. Whether you're planning a
big night out or a warm evening in, there are so
many things to do on New Year’s Eve that will
make the holiday special.

See some fireworks

2. Major cities across the country
put on a grand display every year. But seeing
the sky light up from your home is just as
enjoyable. Either way, it’s a magical experience.

Create a time capsule (B} &5 )

As the clock ticks down, put some precious
memories into a time capsule that you’ll open
the following New Year’s Eve. This activity is
great to do alone, but you can also share it with
family or friends. 3. Then, let the
excitement build as you imagine rediscovering
them together a year from now.

4.

Watching a New Year’s movie or two is a
great way to stay entertained while you wait for
the clock to strike midnight. Whether you
choose a classic romance, a fun comedy, or an
action-packed thriller, a good movie makes the
hours fly by. Grab some popcorn, get cozy on
the couch, and let the films keep the festive
spirit alive until the final countdown.

Schedule a family game night

If you're celebrating with the family., a
New Year's Eve game night is the perfect
relaxing activity. Gather everyone around the
table, bring out your favourite board games or
card games, and let the friendly competition
begin. No matter what you play. you're in for

an evening of laughter and fun. 5.

A. Make a home cinema.

=

Count down with a movie.

C. Planning ahead can help you make the most
of the holiday.

D. Choose items that reflect the spirit of the
past year, like photos or letters.

E. Watching a fireworks show is an unforgettable
way to ring in the New Year.

F. Pick the special object that holds the most
significant meaning for your past year.

G. It's a wonderful way to connect, create
lasting memories, and welcome the new
year together.
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The Knife-Pole Festival of the Lisu people
i1s one of the most exciting of all the minority

festivals of China. 1. (celebrate)

by the Lisu people on the 8th day of the second
lunar month, the yearly festival features a

physical 2. (compete) with a

history of hundreds of years. Knife-Pole Festival
aims to remember the Han hero Wang Ji in the

Ming Dynasty 3. taught the Lisu

people how to make a knife.
On that day people dress up to watch
4. (variety) activities, including
“Climbing Knife-Pole” and “Diving into Fire
Sea”. Some performers, dressed 5.
traditional clothes, get down on their knees in
front of a picture of Wang Ji and then climb up a
knife ladder which 6.

metres long and is tied with 36 edged knives.

(measure) 20

Upon reaching the top, they 7.

(greet) with cheers, and at the same time they
light firecrackers and throw small red flags to
the crowds, 8. (share) the good luck.
Other performers jump barefoot (7F Jl) over

burned coal (#f %) and brush coal over their
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bodies, which is meant to keep troubles away in
the coming year. The performances symbolize a
spirit of courage and express the local people’s
hopes for good weather and crops.

The special memorial ceremony (fXz{) has
been 9. (formal) recognized as the
traditional festival for the Lisu people and it’s
also 10. important part of Chinese
cultural heritage.
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Last summer, I had an unbelievable chance
to experience the Dai Water-Splashing Festival
traditional

in Yunnan. It is the most 1

festival for the Dai people. It is a time to
embrace the new year and wash away bad
2

Before the festival, the whole village was
full of a busy yet exciting 3 . People were
4  their houses, painting the walls in bright

colours, and making traditional handicrafts.
The women were busy preparing special festival
food like glutinous (&hiHYJ) rice cakes 5 in
bamboo leaves.

On the first day of the festival, a big
parade was 6 . People dressed in their most
beautiful traditional 7  such as turbans (K
3k 1f1) and shirts. They paraded through the
village, carrying dragon-head shaped water
containers. The music of elephant-foot drums

8 the air, making the atmosphere even

more lively.

The most exciting part of the festival was
the water-splashing activity. At first, people
9 splashed water on each other as a

greeting. But soon, it 10 a water-splashing

battle. Everyone was 11 and screaming,

running around to splash and be splashed. The

water in the air shone under the sunlight,

010 =z=zzs=
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creating a beautiful and joyful 12 . Even I,
a foreign visitor, was quickly pulled into the

fun. I was 13 wet within minutes, but I

didn’t care at all.

In the evening., there were also wonderful
~ 14 . Young men and women danced happily,
showing off their traditional dance moves. The

audience cheered and 15 , and the whole

village was filled with happiness.

( 1. A. significant B. boring
C. humorous D. casual
( )2. A. faith B. luck
C. fear D. tension
( 3. A. success B. climate
C. reaction D. atmosphere
( 4. A. flashing B. decorating
C. noticing D. referring
( )5. A. packaged B. donated
C. replaced D. confirmed
( )6. A. rejected B. obtained
C. held D. proved
( D7. A. gloves B. costumes
C. towels D. patterns
( )8. A. elected B. crowded
C. filled D. ignored
( 9. A. extremely B. crazily
C. possibly D. mildly
( )10. A. ran out B. carried on
C. related to D. turned into
( H11. A. crying B. laughing
C. tolerating D. changing
( )12. A. measure B. threat
C. scene D. conference
( )13. A. absolutely B. differently
C. recently D. regularly
( )14. A. questions B. performances
C. summaries D. characters
( )15. A. clapped B. compared
C. finished D. begged
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. Her ambition is to

. We celebrate our

. After the song ended, all ¢

Period Four

Listening and Talking & Reading for Writing

anEenE
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Corn and cotton are widely grown in this
(HiL X)) .
({3 her
country at the Winter Olympics.
It is very difficult to cross the desert by car,
but not (4%} ) impossible.
My parents always remind us that by no
means should we show no (B H)
to our teachers.
~ (##*L) anniversary
with a bottle of champagne.
CHEHED »

just like a professional dancer.

She moves with amazing g
She gave us a b description of what
happened during her trip in Africa.

and
begged for another.

BEEE (/A 1.5 4,32 15 4

(represent) our school, we

took part in the English Speech Contest last

year.
She felt (horrible) nervous
before stepping onto the stage for her first
performance.

. We are (please) with the rapid

progress we have made in every field of
study.

In my opinion, the author did an

(amaze) job of creating a whole new world

through this book.

. I turned around and saw a pleasant woman

with a big smile on her face

(wave) to wish me a safe trip.

2 B

10.

. The bank has three

. Whenever I fancy

. Our teacher has given us some advice that is

well worth (consider) .

The band played a familiar tune which had
everyone (clap) along.

(branch) in
Norwich, and over three hundred countrywide.
(travel)
alone, I will make a careful plan in advance.

All teachers present are

(absolute) amazed at this teenager’s perfect
performance.

RIBET (/A 2 2,05 16 29

. Having said farewell to their friends, they

(k. ah &, A for the

station.
traditional dances are
(B

In some -cultures,

performed to

Xifeeeees A ) the moon.

. The little boy was so fond of the toy car that

he couldn’t (FE ALk

BT it.

The peak of the celebration activities

(ifi &) New Year’s Eve and the

day after.

. When I was at college I spoke three foreign

languages, but I have forgotten all
(B% T) a few words of each.
People would gather
(A DU\ J5) to celebrate the

important day.

thousands of
CEYE) in

the sky, which created a fantastic festive

As midnight drew near,

fireworks

atmosphere .
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though the plan sounds good. it is hard to

put into practice.
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1. When a pencil is partly in a glass of water, it
looks . (as if BELIESO
H—WMEN M2 ET KT, ER
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3. The girl

2. They had marched 5 kilometres,

after reaching their camp.
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has a gift

for dance. (v.-ing HIG/EEIE)
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The importance of festivals is documented
throughout history and across almost all cultures.
Festivals like Chinese New Year highlight
important cultural values and heritage. Festivals
like these are a meaningful and deep way to
connect with our roots, reflect on personal
values and experiences, and discover rituals ({¥
#0) and practices that resonate with us. They
offer individuals an opportunity to come together in
celebration, strengthening our sense of belonging
and unity.

Additionally, festivals tend to arouse a
sense of joy and appreciation for our surroundings.
Often, upon entering the festival grounds, one
can feel positive energy spreading. This energy
is jointly created and shared among participants. It
invites the possibility of happiness, relaxation,
and the decrease of limits. In this space,
individuals can become fully present and
strengthen self-awareness. They also explore
passions and interests, build relationships. and
connect with their inner drive to help them
keep making positive lifestyle choices.

When music is included in the festival
experience, participants experience many physical
and psychological benefits. The American Music
Therapy Association ( AMTA)

thorough examination of peer-reviewed research

conducted a

journals. The examination concludes that music

012 essxs= =mems sEg=H R

is universally appealing and helps promote social,
emotional, and cognitive skills across many
different disability categories. Music is widely
accepted as an evidence-based therapy that is
known to reduce stress, Iincrease memory,
improve communication, strengthen sensory-
processing and more. Additionally, there is
strong potential for communities with diverse
needs and backgrounds to connect through shared
musical experiences.

In today’s fast-paced world, festival
celebrations aren’t common for everyone. It is
our belief that the festival experience, and
built-in benefits, can be combined with daily
life and community spaces. To make this
happen, we can try some programmes which
highlight the value of inclusion while offering
accessible recreational and educational experiences.
( )1. What is one purpose of festivals like

Chinese New Year?

A. To develop technologies.

B. To increase personal wealth.

C. To preserve cultural traditions.

D. To improve educational systems.
¢ H2.

environment from Paragraph 27

What can be inferred about the festival

A. It brings economic benefits.

B. It creates a positive atmosphere.
C. It makes people change lifestyle.
D

It arouses negative emotions.



How does music help during festivals?

A. It just adds sound to social events.

=

It creates business chances for organizers.
C. It makes people feel calm and have
sharper senses.
D. It only comforts the people with physical
disabilities.
¢ H4.
paragraph?

How does the writer develop the last

A. By using data.

B. By making comparisons.

C. By providing a solution.

D. By quoting a saying.

O BAEEERGE DA 2.5 2.0 4 12.5 )
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Traditional festivals are an important part

of human culture and civilization. Across the
globe, people gather to celebrate, remember,
and honour customs that have been handed
down through generations. 1. Here,
we explore why people celebrate traditional
festivals worldwide.

One of the primary reasons traditional
festivals are celebrated is to preserve and
promote cultural heritage. Festivals act as living
museums where customs, art forms, music,
dance, clothing, and other traditions come alive.
2. For example, the Chinese New
Year is full of special traditions that respect
ancestors and bring good luck.

Traditional festivals often match seasonal
cycles and farming patterns (#£3). Historically,
agricultural communities depended heavily on
nature’s cycles for planting and harvesting crops.
Festivals marked key points in these cycles to
give thanks for good harvests or to pray for good
weather. Examples include the Mid-Autumn Festival
which celebrates the harvest moon. 3.

Festivals provide a stage for cultural
expression where music, dance, handmade works,
and local food are shown with great excitement.

These creative activities help keep old art forms

alive while also bringing in new ideas. 4.

Young people can learn these skills from older
family members at festivals. This helps pass
traditions on to the next generation.

5. Festivals improve the local
economy by creating demand for goods such as
handmade items, local food, traditional clothes,
hotels, bus and taxi services, and more. Small
family businesses can earn more during festival
times. This helps improve people’s living standards
in the community.

A. Festivals are symbols of new beginnings.

B. Many traditional festivals have deep religious
roots.

C. These festivals are different but share common
reasons.

D. They remind communities of their shared
history and identity.

E. Many festivals have also become important
for business today.

F. They make -cultures more colourful and
different from each other.

G. Such human activities show respect to nature’s

influence on survival.

BRES (A 1.5 4, % 2 15 49
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A lively Yingge dance, brought to life by

%

both Chinese and Thai artists, lit up eastern
Thailand. Dancers in bright makeup and fancy
traditional 1. (costume) danced to
the music and hit wooden hammers together,
thus 2.
energy and joy.
3. (hold) from February 28 to
March 1, the second Phanat Nikhom Yingge

Festival gathered seven teams. Yingge dance, a

(create) a scene full of

mix of drama, dance and martial arts, is 4.
Chinese national intangible (JG7E ) cultural
heritage. popular in Guangdong’s Chaoshan area.

It 5. (bring) to Thailand by

Chinese migrants over 100 years ago and has

become a beloved local cultural symbol.
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Chinese and Thai

(parade) and performed on

On the opening day,
teams 6.
the streets in turns. The Chinese team, with
about 40 members, came to Thailand for the
first time. Their coach said it was 7.
(absolute) a precious chance to learn from Thai
dancers. Even without a common language, the
two sides talked deeply about face painting and
show skills. Thai actors’ passion left a deep
impression 8. the Chinese team, and a
young Thai 9. (perform) said the
bigger festival this year made him forget all
tiredness.

This festival is not just a performance, but
a beautiful bridge 10.
the two countries’ cultures and hearts.
0 51
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R E R 2 RIS E A Peter BT 7 1)
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1. ®EMTH;

2. HEFIZ HA

ERE 1. RN 80 e A

2. ALIE Y HEmMAN LU AT SO .

Dear Peter,

connects

Yours,
Li Hua
EZT EREEGES 254
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The Spring Festival was drawing near.
The air was filled with the aroma of fried
meatballs, and every family was busy stocking
up on Chinese New Year goods. I clutched the
pocket money I had saved all year long, and a

small yet firm idea occurred to me: I planned to

014 z2zzs=
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buy a Chinese New Year gift for my father, who
worked away from home all year round. He always
complained that his old phone often lagged during
video calls, and my heart ached seeing him
strain to catch sight of me clearly on screen.

Keeping it a secret from Grandma, I hurried
to the town’s mobile phone store.

However, I soon realized my savings were
nowhere near enough. I sank into disappointment
but never gave up. The kind white-bearded
shopkeeper learned my intention and smiled
warmly, telling me I could pay a deposit first
and settle the balance after the festival.
Overjoyed, I had the phone packed neatly and
raced home, eagerly awaiting Father’s return.

On Chinese New Year’s Eve, Father finally
came back. Weary with bloodshot eyes, he still
wore a soft smile and stroked my hair gently. I
had hidden the gift close to my chest, intending
to give him a big surprise. Just as I reached for
it, Father took a brand-new schoolbag out of his
suitcase and handed it to me affectionately. “I
noticed your old bag was worn out, so I bought
you a new one. Your favourite candies are
inside.” I reached out to take it tightly, gazing
at his rough, weather-beaten hands.

The gift hidden against my chest suddenly
felt unbearably heavy. All prepared words died
away. Bright fireworks bloomed in the night
sky, lighting up the faint grey hairs at his
temples and my surging emotions. I stood
rooted to the spot, speechless.

TERL 25 BN 150 S22 A
Paragraph 1.

Taking a deep breath , I took the gift out

of my clothes.

Paragraph 2.
Father took the phone and his eyes turned

red at once.




o
1.

10.

. The closing music
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When it grew dark, a number of coloured
lamps were lit, and the sailors danced

(merry) on the deck.

. The Chinese Farmers’ Harvest Festival is a

joyful occasion , when all kinds of crops

are ripe and (agriculture)

production achieves a great success.

. When the wonderful performance came to an

end, the audience (clap) warmly
to show their sincere admiration.

(horrible)
cold overnight, so many people caught a bad

cold.

The weather turned

. I compared the copy with the

(origin) painting, but there was not much
difference.

(wrestle) is a traditional folk
sport that enjoys great popularity in northern
China.
I was (please) to see my old
college friends last week as we hadn’t seen

each other since we graduated.

. The street slept in darkness, aside from the

(occasion) twinkling of lights
from two or three windows.
Tourists shall observe public order and
respect local customs, cultural traditions
and (religion) beliefs.

Dunhuang’s long and glorious history

represents its (significant)

as a centre of cultural and commercial
exchange.
HIBET (/N2 4, %4 16 4

. Despite the fact that we almost

(WA ILFZ4), we are

good friends indeed.

2 T I

%) when the hero rides off into the sunset.

3. (JX4) the culture shock,
he managed to adapt to the life in the foreign
country.

4. (JHHW, I don’t think
he is fit for the position.

5. The Dragon Boat Festival €t

%) the fifth day of Chinese Lunar May.
6. One should CH D

his strengths to make up for his weaknesses.

7. Mr Wang, determined to experience different

cultures, (3 & w5 1)

Africa last week.

8. We were about to leave when the alarm

CR M
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1. two persons may

be, they are able to find a pattern

each other. CIRiE A ;2T U\/_J)
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2. to
cheer for their favourite teams loudly. (it ffE
B FEE
KA N B 2 1Y BK AW IR 2 78 Bk oK Y i Al
R,

3. We were lying on the grassland,

and
Oy AER )
HRATHAE B4 b, MMBEH RS, REE
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Cultural festivals are an important part

of our global society, showcasing the rich

traditions, customs, and values that define

various communities. They serve as a bridge
between the past and the present, allowing us

to maintain a connection and preservation of
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